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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Since this is the first Governors’ News of the academic year, there will 

be some children and families new to the school.  So, to them, I would 

like to extend a very sincere welcome and hope that your child has 

settled into the school well. 

Every school has a legal; responsibility to constitute a Governing Body 

to oversee and support the Head teacher and staff.  Hunsdon JMI is a 

‘maintained school’, which means that it remains within the Local 

Education Authority (in our case Herts County Council) system, but 

that much of the Authority’s responsibilities are delegated down to 

the Governing Body.  So we have a duty, alongside the Head 

teacher, to ensure the school operates within its delegated budget, 

that its staff are suited to their jobs and properly compensated, that 

premises and equipment are fit for purpose and that it has in place all 

the necessary safeguards to ensure the wellbeing of pupils and staff.  

That’s quite some responsibility, however membership of the 

Governing Body is entirely voluntary but hugely rewarding if—as I’m 

sure each of our governors believes—a local community should do 

everything it can to support its young members.  If you would like to 

know more about the Governing Body and how it works with the 

school, then I’d be delighted to answer your questions. 

The first term of the new year has certainly presented its challenges, 

but—with the goodwill of staff, pupils, parents and governors—we can 

honestly look back and reflect that we have met those challenges 

and emerged as strong as ever.  In particular, you will recall that the 

squeeze on our delegated budget meant we had to put Years 1 and 

2 back together into a single class and thereby reduce (or rather not 

replace) the number of qualified teachers.  However under Mrs Lord’s 

expertise that significant change has been accommodated very 

smoothly. 

And then, of course, Ofsted decided to pay us another visit.  We knew 

from back in June of their intention to return for a more 

comprehensive inspection and they advised us that would be 

“between 12 and 24 months away”.  Now, I’m not sure whose 

counting system they employ but I reckon a return in November is only 

5 months—but were we caught out? I don’t think so, and we are 

anticipating the outcome very shortly (hopefully by the end of term) 

so time will tell! 

Lastly, of course, warmest greetings of the season to you all. 

Mike Newman 

Chair of Governors, Hunsdon JMI School 
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Changes in the Governing Body 

We have had several changes to membership of Hunsdon’s Governing Body in the new academic 

year: 

 As mentioned in the last newsletter, Diane Fossey has re-joined the Governing Body after a 

something of a break (Diane included a short pen-picture of herself in that edition).  Her 

extensive career in the field of adult and child welfare would always have been valuable in the 

role of a governor, but over the past year there has been a particular focus prompted from 

central government on ‘wellbeing’ in schools, both physical and mental, among pupils and 

staff.  So just at the time when we need someone with relevant expertise, along comes Diane to 

take on a newly-identified function as a governor with particular focus on wellbeing.  Sometimes 

the toast does fall butter-side up! 

 Hannah Clark—whom everyone will know as our Year 5 / 6 teach—has accepted an invitation 

to become an Associate Governor.  Our constitution allows for only one staff governor (other 

than the Head teacher) which means Hannah cannot vote at governors’ meetings but, 

nevertheless, her contribution and enthusiasm are highly regarded and much appreciated by 

other governors 

Dates for your diary: 

Spring Term 2019 

INSET Day Monday 7th January 2019 

Term Starts Tuesday 8th January  

Half Term Monday 18th - Friday 22nd February  

Term Ends Friday 5th April (at 2.30pm)  

Friends of Hunsdon School News  

As ever, thanks go to the Friends of Hunsdon School for their support with fundraising activities. Funds 

raised recently have been spent on supporting the school in delivering 'Wow' experiences - paying for 

special visitors and  coaches to interesting places. Please look out for details of the next events in 

2018! 

 

Hunsdon Governor News is also available in large print. Please 

contact the School for a copy 

Your Governing Body 

Mike Newman Co-opted Governor, Chair of Governors  

01279 843358 / 07887 540398 / m.newman@hunsdon.herts.sch.uk 

Matt Simpson   Co-opted Governor, Vice 

Karen Osterley Clerk to the Governors 

Lynn Barnett  Parent Governor 

Hannah Clark  Associate Governor 

Diane Fossey  Co-opted Governor 

Lindzee Macaulay  Staff Governor  

Jon Millward   Head Teacher 

Daniel Munn   Parent Governor 

Sikhu Ngwenya   Co-opted Governor 

Steve Price   Parent Governor 

Andrew Turner  Associate Governor 

David Wilson   Co-opted Governor 


